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"He had been certain that he had been sent
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messenger." (1)
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simply as a 'warner' to his own tribe and
that Islam was only for the people of Mecca.
But now he was beginning to look Surther

afield to the People of the Book, who had

recived earlier revelations."(1)
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that each community should have its own
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"Since the destruction of the World Trade
Center on September 11, 2001, members of
the Christian Right in the United States and
some sectors of the Western media have
continued this tradition of hostility, claiming
that Mohammad was irredeemably addicted
to war. Some have gone so far as to claim
that he was a terrorist......"(1)
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"Largely as a result of their efforts, we know
more about Muhammad than about mearly
any other founder of a major religious

tradition."(1)
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"Muhammad was not a man of violence. We
must approach his life in a balanced way, in
order to appreciate his considerable
achievements." (1)
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"As a paradigmatic personality, Muhammad
has important lessons, not only for Muslims,
but also for Western people. His life was a
Jjihad: as we shall see, this word does not
mean "holy war,’ it means 'struggle.’
Muhammad literally sweated with the effort
to bring peace to war-torn Arabia, and we
need peapi:e who are prepared to do this
today. His life was a tirelesss compaign

against greed, injustice, and arrogance."(")
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"A little more than a hundred years after
Muhammad's death, as Islam continued to
spread to new territories and gain converts,
Muslim scholars began to compile the great

collections of Muhammad's sayings
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(ahadith) and customary practice (sunnah),
which would form the basis of Muslim
law."(1)
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L,g&"g.awa.ﬂz../
.......... Muhammad could only think that he
was being attacked by a Jinni, one of the
Siery spirits who haunted the Arabian steppes
and frequently lured travellers from the right
path."(1)
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"The Jinn also inspired the bards and
soothsayers of Arabia. One poet described
his poetic vocation as a violent assault: his
personal jinni had appeared to him without
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"So, when Muhammad heard the curt
command "Recite!” he immediately
assumed that he too had become possessed.
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despite his marriage to Khadijah, he had no
real status in the city."(1)
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"The young Muham‘mnd was well-liked in
Mecca. He was handsome, with a compact,
solid body of average height. His hair and
beard were thick and curly, and he had a
strikingly luminous expression and a smile

of enormous charm, which is mentioned in
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"He had wanted to marry his cousin
Fakhitah, but Abu Talib had to refuse his
request for her hand, gently pointing out
that Muhammad could not afford to support
a wife, and made a more advantageous
match for her."(1)
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all the sources............ He inspired such
confidence that he was known as al-Amin,
the Reliable One. But his orphand status
constantly held him back."(1)
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" In the Qur'an, God instructed Muhammed

(peace be upon him) to listen intently to each

revelation as it emerged; he must be careful

not to impose a meaning on a verse

prematurely, before its full significance had
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"In common with the majority of Arabs at

this time, Muhammad could neither read
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"In his desire to avoid a serious dispute,

Muhammad did not, at this stage, emphasize

the monotheistic content of his message."(1)
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"Muhammad (Peace be upon him) had been
longing for peace with the Quraysh; he knew
how devoted they were to the goddesses and
may have thought that if he could find a way
of incorporating the gharaniq into his
religion, they might look more kindly on his
message."(1) :
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"While everybody else was clebrating,

- Muhammad (Peace be upon him) went

home, shut himself away, and meditated.

| That night Gabriel, the sprit of revelation,

came to him "B"har. have you done,

Mnhnlmad?" he asked........oe....... He was

ﬁnmdmtdy contrite, but God consoled him

:. with a new relelation. All the previous

prophets had made siu;ifar "Satanic"

. mistakes. "(1)
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"Muhammad had been so absorbed in a
discussion with some of the Meccan
grandees that he impatiently 'frowned and
turned away' when a blind man approached
him with a question. God reproved
Muhammad severely; a prophet must
approach all members of the community
with the same respect. He must move beyond
the aristocratic ethos of muruwah: the
Quran was for rich and poor alike. In
brushing the blind man aside as though he
did not matter, Muhammad had behaved like
a kafir."())
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~ "They made their formal surrender to God

on the spot, with high hopes. ' We have left
~ ~ur people, for no tribe is so divided by
~ hatred and rancor as they. Perhaps God will
| unite them through you."(r)
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"Unbeknownst to them, Muhammad had

already escaped through a back window,

leaving Ali lying apparently asleep, wearing

his clothes."(1)
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"Inside the kabah, the walls had been

decorated with pictures of the pagan deities,
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- Muhammad asks Moses for advice about
I ow frequently Muslims should pray.
‘Originallay, God wanted salat fifty times a
day, but Moses kept sending Muhammad
back to God until the number of prescribed
 prayers had been reduced to five."(r)
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and Muhammad ordered them all to be
obliterated, though, it is said, he allowed
Jrescoes of Jesus and Mary to remain."(1)
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"Looking down, Aisha discovered that he
had gone. Carefully she laid his head on the
pillow and began to beat her breast, slap her
face, and cry aloud in the traditional way."(r)
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"Muhammad had been as controversial in
his dying as in his living. Very few of his
Jollowers had comprehended the full
significance of his prophetic career."(1)
e Uit SIS Lp L e §ICHE) .2
LusbgLl . d1pL =l Q:l C//L‘_ﬂ'L-J
I & L)djgfw"’.;r/:f?z.’. UIZE LIE e

J.‘lfu.-j’-[.!uk'&uﬁdyyubf— __,,4,__1 e iu"r;._u;:
J/”um’_.(frJ..ij"'_ﬂﬁa.uhgﬁz.Ld:i(_Jjb
g L sle prali L BB enseaid 1 5e 5t
0% O bffﬁf.-.—lefb wéuifg;qu.u_l;:ﬁs
U"’.'.'.-.Ig._._.«l /.:,4‘-'@}1 ! _A Ll (! ,.:V.r FL{ P Lﬁ; s
ErLANmIZ Lot Gt S o TS 2 i
e ?J{f{?ﬁ S SR 1% d’d'..l.f: ..ﬁ{
G
b N SDL B fe S 2 e S
,érLJwJJAﬂ?‘JJw Serdl LS
d‘....olf_u-‘,c"l.f....tu.mLa/M.a’qsg A 5l

Mo S Fes,; -r

162

NSV AT 3y A (V[ g g

'LJLJL{L.,{?,

" tf-l{.:;.e,{fﬁ.:y:,uyc}fd”:.Q@quu I
e\ TIA S o g I Ll See PO
S BT d Ll Az Pl ezl
b 700 S e Sttt B el
e SN BTzl
TN A O

ecid £ s sk i Sy 2
DGAEInL LT fo P S o i SHS
L FU e iben e UL g L8P
& L LuhSAplsreplat LU UL
O-L L TR ade

BBt e et LT S
4:£é{ %Jub‘{@}?ﬁ;

Gy pbay o ges Y g el J gy Sl Lo dllly”

(Nl y) 3 oS ¢ liadl a U

Jc:”kﬂm"‘LLLMUMZJ%’M‘Jﬁl%(j <

0L BUsL i;&a?vf.fukcéqfu-“’Uhs

(- T- RO T T L ,_nqs{; -1
ore Syt =1




165

LR T (e

Vfa?éﬁﬁyﬁﬁﬁf sss E/%:.@ﬁf l.,f‘:—ﬁlj!(

S e 2 LA S i ST S5zt
BB AL S VL el AL o
wWete L L QPhcen 55 it ts

SRl st nd S SRt i1 Bt

' Lo e e S e
" Later Muslims began to piece together
these fragmentary references to create
coherent narrative. Influenced perhaps by
the stories told by Jewish mystics of their
ascent through the seven heavens to the
throne of God, they imagined their prophet
making a similar .rpmd Slight."(1)
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immediately apparenti in the
above-mentioned Qur’anic verse (17:1).
instead, there are what appear to be
(according to Qur’an 17:90-93) “earlier
denials of the possibility of a heavenly
Jjourney with the revelation to Islam"(1)
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described in surah 17:1, actually represents
an umra that Muhammad (Peace be upon
him) allegedly performed from a place
situated on the iragi pilgrim road (in wadi

ji‘rana, at the boundary of the Meccan

i+

haram) and called al-masjid al-agsa, to
Mecca and back in one night."()
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"Even in war, Muslims would abjure the

savage customs of the past."(1)
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"His life was a Jihad; as we shall see, this

word does not mean 'holy war', it means

'struggle.” (1)
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"It is, however, important to note that the
Qurayzah were not killed on religious or
racial grounds. None of the other Jewish
tribes in the oasis either objected or
attempted to intervene, clearly regarding it
as a purely political and tribal matter."(1)
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"Bloodshed was avoided, but Muhammad
was caught in a tragic moral dilemma: the
Jjustification for the jihad against the
Quraysh had been the Muslims' exclusion
Jrom their native city, which was condemned
by the Quran as a great evil. Now, trapped in
the aggressive conventions of Arabia, he was

compelled to eject another people from their
homeland."()
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"These three Jewish tribes were clearly a

security risk."(1)
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"Muhammad (Peace be upon him) seems 1o
have seen her with new eyes to have fallen in
love quite suddenly when he had called at
her house one afternoon to speak to Zayd,
who happened to be out. Not expecting any
visitors, Zaynab had come to the door in
dishabille, more revealingly dressed than
usual, and Muhammad hgd averted his eyes
hastily, mutturing ' Praise be to Allah, who
changes men's Hearts'."(")
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"This story has shocked some of

Muhammad's Western critics who are used

to more ascetic, Christian heroes, but the

Muslim sources seem to find nothing

untoward in this demonsiration of their
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"She sat down to wait and sure enough, her
old friend Safwan ibn al-Muattal, who had
Jallen behind the others, turned up and put
her on the back of his own camel. When
Aisha rejoined the expedition with Safwan,
the old rumor about their illicit relationship
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about Aisha and a young man called Safwan
ibn al-Muartal."(1)
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started up again, and Muhammad's enemies
gleefully imagined the worst." (1)
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"It was whispered that Muhammad was now

too old to satisfy his wives or that he had a

testicular hernia."(1)
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